POST-CONVICTION JUSTICE PROJECT 

SUMMER CLINICAL POSITION APPLICATION

NAME:  ______________________________________________

USC LAW CLASS OF __________________________________

1L SECTION:  _________________________________________

TELEPHONE:  _______________________________________

EMAIL:  _____________________________________________

OVERVIEW OF THE CLINIC

Students in the Post-Conviction Justice Project represent life-term inmates at the California

Institution for Women who have been convicted of first or second-degree murder and are eligible for parole.  Students handle parole hearings, which will include visiting the client in prison to prepare her to testify at the hearing, collecting and reviewing information favoring

a grant of parole, and filing a written submission on behalf of the client.  The students conduct the hearing – including questioning the client, raising objections, and delivering a closing argument.  Students also file habeas petitions in state and federal courts challenging denials of parole by the parole board and reversals of parole by the Governor where the denial/reversal is arbitrary and capricious in violation of due process.  The Project also works on cases for inmates who were sentenced to life without parole for crimes committed as a juvenile and does some advocacy work for state legislation on the issue of juvenile life without parole.  

The PCJP will hire six students to work full-time on Project cases during the summer.  These students will enroll in the PCJP clinical program as student supervisors for Fall, 2012 (5 ungraded credits) and Spring, 2013 (5 graded credits).  Current 2L student supervisors are Ryan Appleby, Stephanie Chen, Mark Fahey, Celina Kirchner, and Jackson Trugman – they would be happy to answer any questions you may have about the Project or the application process. 

More information about the PCJP can be found on our website:  www.uscpcjp.org

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Each application packet must include:

1. A completed first page of this form;

2. A brief statement or cover letter (no longer than a page) describing your interest in the clinic as well as any relevant legal, social, work, or academic experience;

3. A resume without grades;

4. A writing sample; and
5. A RAP sheet in a separate sealed envelope with your name on the outside of envelope. 

Please submit your application and RAP sheet separately to the boxes outside of Room 326A. 

The first round of interviews with a student supervisor from the Post-Conviction Justice Project will be held betwen February 21 and February 24.  Once you are notified that you have been selected for an interview, please sign up on the sheet located outside of Room 326A. 

You will be notified by email if you are selected for a second interview with the Faculty Co-Directors (Mike Brennan and Heidi Rummel), which will take place the week of February 27.

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15 AT NOON.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST AND GOOD LUCK!

